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PLAN TO REINVIGORATE REGULATORY REFORM 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Finance) [12.06 pm]: I rise today to update the house on the 
government’s progress with its Plan to Reinvigorate Regulatory Reform. Early this year, I announced the 
government’s reform plan, which has four actions: cutting red tape, progressive deregulation and regulatory 
reform, improving regulatory assessment and ensuring success through communication and engagement. An 
important step in advancing the plan is to agree to the government’s priorities for reform and its plan for action. 
Today the Premier and I released the government’s Regulatory Reform Policy Statement—flagged with the 
social media hashtag #ShredTheRed—aimed squarely at cutting the estimated $12 billion annual cost of 
government regulation in Western Australia. The policy outlines the government’s commitment and planned 
actions to cut red tape, reduce barriers to investment and make working with government easier. Ministers have 
committed to regulatory reform and red tape reduction priorities, with an initial focus on small business and 
community benefits. The small business sector is an engine room of employment with great growth potential, 
and already contributes around $44 billion to WA’s economy. 

The policy highlights the government’s seven priority areas of reform: business licensing; home building 
regulations; transport reforms; liquor regulations; agriculture, aquaculture and fisheries regulations; 
environmental approvals; and administrative burden. The Department of Finance will support the government to 
achieve its reform priorities by working in partnership with relevant agencies. As Minister for Finance, I have 
the lead role on whole-of-government regulatory reform and red tape reduction, and my priority is to find 
practical solutions that will reduce costs, time and frustration for business. These solutions are often really 
simple; sometimes small and incremental changes make a difference, particularly for small business. I am calling 
on business and the community to get involved with constructive ideas on reducing red tape by using the simple 
online link on the Department of Finance’s website. 

To date, the Department of Finance’s red tape reduction portal has received more than 40 suggestions and the 
department is pursuing many of these ideas with relevant agencies. The government’s recent red tape reduction 
successes include: changes to rock lobster catch rules to lift industry profitability by up to $15 million per year; 
Property Exchange Australia online conveyancing to save the property industry and homebuyers $1.6 million 
a year through improved productivity and reduced delays; Department of Mines and Petroleum environmental 
regulation reforms to save the resources industry $2.2 million in direct costs per year; planning reforms to cut 
60 days off home building and renovation approvals and save homeowners up to $7 000; and online streamlining 
of special transport permits, saving operators $250 000 a year. The government will continue to pursue red tape 
reductions over 2015–16 to help lower the cost of doing business and support innovation and improved 
interactions with government.  
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